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on account of its classic interest, picturesque beauty and
political importance. Kecently the great river, having been in
its upper course amidst the Himalayas dammed up by a
landslip for some weeks, at length burst its barrier and then
rushed downwards past Attock with a terrific flood, rising in a
very few hours twenty feet above high-water mark. The Caubul
river joins the Indus at a short distance above Attock; this
flood banked up the Caubul river and the refluent water in-
undated the military station of Naoshera, twenty miles above
the junction. As we descended from some high ground towards
the valley of Peshawar and commanded a full view of the place,
John Lawrence drew attention to the difficulties of the situation.
" Look," he said, " at the fertile and populous plain environed
on all sides by rugged hills from which implacable foes can at
any moment emerge to ravage and to slay." We ascended a
neighbouring mountain where it had been proposed to establish
a sanitarium for fever-stricken Europeans from Peshawar; but
he set his face against the project, declaring that sooner or later
the helpless invalids would be 'attacked and slain by the blood-
thirsty mountaineers. Arriving at Peshawar, we marvelled at
the crowded markets and diversified wares, the mixture of
Indian and Central Asian costumes, the clear-running brooks
and watercourses, the blooming gardens and irrigated fields.
We went as near to the mouth of the Khyber Pass as was
permissible, to gaze into its gloomy recesses, rode through the
Kohat Pass, with a strong escort lest the Afridi marauders
should rush upon us, examined the defensive posts on the
Eusufzye, and accompanied Harry Lumsden with a party of his
Guide troopers on a hawking expedition.

It was at Peshawar that John Lawrence on horseback read
aloud to the troops paraded for the purpose, the proclamation
whereby the Queen announced her gracious assumption of the
Indian administration,

His mind now reverted to a question which he had previously
agitated regarding the expediency of retaining Peshawar and
its valley in the British dominions. He thought that it would
be better to abandon than to keep that military station and